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The Health Plan for Fed?&ll Woyeeg M

April 13, 2001

Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88 f
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

This letter is written in strong support of Southwestern Bell's application to provide long distance service in
the state of Missouri.

As a company headquartered in Missouri and providing support and customer service to Federal
Government Employees throughout the United States, long distance rates are very important to us. We feel
that competition will provide us with an opportunity to obtain the best possible pricing for our long distance
services thus allowing us to pass on savings to our customers.

1 encourage the FCC to support this application, allowing a broader selection of companies that could
provide long distance services in Missouri.

Vice President, MIS
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Government Employees Hospital Association, Inc.
P.0. Box 4665 . Independence, MO 64051-4665 . Telephone (800) 821-6136

www.geha.com
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Office of the County Executive

St. Charles County Joe Ortwerth
County Executive

April 16, 2001

RECEIVED
Ms. Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary APR 2 3 2001
Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission FCO MAIL ROOM
445 12" Street S.W.

TW - B204

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket 01-88 )

Dear Secretary Salas and Commission:

| am writing to endorse Southwestern Bell's application to provide long distance service in
the State of Missouri.

| believe the citizens of St. Charles County should have the opportunity to utilize
Southwestern Bell for all their telecommunications needs if they so choose. In this era of
deregulation, it no longer makes any regulatory sense to prohibit local telecommunications
companies from providing long-distance service. | think it only fair that Southwestern Bell
be allowed to compete with every other telecommunications company that currently has
the flexibility to offer all their services on one bill.

Southwestern Bell has been a good corporate citizen in our County. They have continued
to provide good quality service and have been socially responsible to our needs in the
area of education and economic development.

| encourage you to allow then to compete in the long distance market.

Sincerely,

Joe Ortwerth No. of Copies rec'd_(/ ] l

St. Charles County Executive LstABCDE

JRO/km ———

Executive Office Building » 100 N. 3rd Street » Suite 318 » St. Charles, MO 63301
Telephone 636-949-7520 « Fax 636-949-7521
E-mail address: countyex@mail.win.org
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University 8001 Natura! Bridge Road
o Missouri St. Louis, Missouri 63121-4499
St. Louis Telephone: 314-516-6000
Fax: 314-516-6007
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April 12, 2001

RECEIVED
Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary AP R 2 3 2001

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission FCC MAIL ROOM
445 12" Street S.W.

TW ~B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88 /
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners;

This letter is being sent in strong support of Southwestern Bell’s application to provide
long distance service in Missouri. It is our opinion that the opening of local
communications markets in the Missour: area has led to better services and lower prices
as a result of strong competition. I also believe that opening the Missouri long distance
market to Southwestern Bell will continue this trend of improved customer value through
greater competition.

Southwestern Bell continues to develop and deliver new services based on new
technologies, such as DSL. I believe that Southwestern Bell will continue to introduce
new technologies that will benefit the long distance users in Missouri, both in enhanced
services and in lower costs.

As major education institutions like the University of Missouri — St. Louis grow our use
of communications technology in support of administrative and educational activities, we
are counting on new technology investment and competition to deliver the services we
need at lower costs. Open competition in communications services has been most
significant in delivering us capabilities over the past few years. [ strongly urge you to
continue that direction by approving Southwestern Bell’s application to offer long
distance services in Missouri.

Merle Bone

Associate Director for Technology

iversi . : A
University of Missouri P o Copias reg d
LAABECDE

an equal opportunity institution

Sincerely,
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April 14, 2001 RECEIVED:

| APR2 3 2001
Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary FCC MAIL ROOM

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street S. W.

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88 /

Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

For several years we have been watching and waiting for the intent of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to become a reality. The Act was to level the playing
field in the telecommunications industry and to give consumers more choice and lower
telephone prices.

You have been charged with the task of implementing the Act and to be certain that the
Bell operating companies satisfy a fourteen-point checklist before they can get into the
long distance market in their traditional local service territory. Your rules indicate that
the State of Missouri must first be confident that equal competition in the local market
exists before you will address the issue. Southwestern Bell has satisfied the Missouri
Public Service Commission, and is continuing the process with the FCC.

From a business perspective, we support the competitive enterprise system. Our
Chamber of Commerce has a record of supporting issues that benefit our members. We
feel that the approval of Southwestern Bell’s application to provide long distance service
in Missouri will level the competitive playing field. Our member’s will then have the
opportunity to choose the provider that will best serve their total communications needs.
We ask that you approve CC Docket 01-88.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

spectfully,

7

/" Jim Wright

Executive Director Y oae
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} CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SERVING MISSOURI'S "VALLEY OF FLOWERS"

Execulive Offlce: 1060 Rue St. Catherine « Florlssant, MO 830314945 * (314) 831.3500 « Fax (314) 831-0682

RECEIVED
APR 2 3 2001
FCC MAIL ROOM

Magalic Roman Salas

Sccretary, Office of the Secretary
Fedcral Communications Commission
445 Tweclfth Street S.W. TW-B204
Washington D.C. 20554

RE; CC Docket 01-88 [

Dear Sccretary Salas and Commissioners:

April 12, 2001

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company is a valued corporation in St. Louis. The company
is not only counted on to provide cssential telecommunications scrvices, it is also an
important employcr and major contributor to civic efforts.

Southwestern Bell and the teleccommunications industry are major cconomic contributors
not only in St. Louis but also throughout the state.

A significant part of Southwestern Bell’s contribution to this statc is its commitment to
local tclephone competition, The fact is that out of the 52 agrecments Southwestern Bell
has with would-be competitors only 17 offer scrvices, with even fewer bothering to offer
scrvice to residents.

Southwestern Bell and its success is critical in our region, they employ a good number of
people in St. Louls and they are committed to positive economic development of the arca.

Florissant Valley Chambcer of Commerce urges you to consider the competitive aspect and
the company’s importance to St. Louls as you consider Southwestern Bell’s long distance
application. Thank you.

Sincerely,

T,

By Vi
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April 16, 2001

The Honorable Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12 St., S.W.

TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

As a small business owner, [ understand the importance of competition. I ask you to support the
long distance filing of SBC. Southwestern Bell’s entry into the long distance market will mean more
choices, lower prices, and better service in both the long distance and local markets.

It is my understanding that Southwestern Bell is the only local telephone company that cannot offer
long distance in the state of Missouri. The Missouri Public Service Commission recently, after a two-
and-a-half-year review, concluded that Southwestern Bell Telephone Company has opened its local
markets in Missouri to competition. The Missouri PSC voted 5-0 to endorse SBC’s application for
interLATA relief.

My local Chamber of Commerce has followed this issue closely and held several public forums
where the issue was debated. That Chamber supports this filing and so do I. My company was
recently named the Small Manufacturer of the Year in St. Joseph and has been honored by Wal-Mart
for small business leadership in our community. The Dillon Company earns these honors by
competing with others on a level playing field. Competition keeps our prices fair and our service
quality next to none.

Analysts have estimated that increased competition in the long distance market will create 18,000
new Missouri jobs over ten years. It is also estimated that Missouri customers should see annual
savings of $54 million due to decreased long distance charges. In Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas,
telephone customers are seeing lower rates and more competition for both the local and long distance
business. It’s time for Missouri to benefit.

[ urge you to support Southwestern Bell’s entry into the long distance market. It’s good for me as a
consumer, as a businessman and as a Missourian. I encourage you to respect the fair and exhaustive
review of the Missouri PSC and support this application.

NN/ et OF 2
ﬁ ) RS R

Pat Dillon

Sincerely,
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April 19, 2001 FCC NIAIL ROOM!

The Honorable Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St. SW

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88 )

Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

On April 4, 2001, SBC Communications Inc. formally asked the FCC for permission to
offer long distance service to consumers and businesses in Missouri. After a two and a
half-year review, the Missouri Public Service Commission concluded that Southwestern
Bell Telephone Company has opened its local markets in Missouri to competition. The
Missouri PSC voted 5-0 on March 6 to endorse SBC’s application to interLATA relief.
The PSC process was fair and exhaustive.

Analysts have estimated that increased competition in the long distance market will
create 18,000 new Missouri jobs over ten years. It is also estimated that Missouri
customers should see annual savings of $54 million due to decreased long distance
charges. In Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas, telephone customers are seeing lower rates
and more competition for both the local and long distance business.

The St. Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce has held numerous public discussions on
Southwestern Bell’s long distance application since 1998. Recently our Government
Relations committee, that reviews issues such as this, voted to endorse Southwestern
Bell’s efforts to enter the long distance market. Business wins. Consumers win. The St.
Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce and I encourage the FCC to support this application.
It is the right thing for Missouri and the unanimous endorsement of the Missouri PSC is
evidence of Southwestern Bell’s effort to ensure the local market is open to competition.

inc\c;rely,
7, ad s

R. Patt Lilly Y (ol gZZ Z=

President & CEO R O §

3003 Frederick Ave. B St. Joseph, MO 64506 M 816/232-4461 phone B 816/364-4873 fax M wwwisainfosephcom W chamber@saintoseph.com
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April 18, 2001

Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street S.W.

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-088 ]
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

In writing this letter, I want to voice my encouragement for the approval of Southwestern
Bell to have the ability to provide long distance services in the state of Missouri. As an
organization headquartered in Missouri, with many locations throughout Missouri and
other states, our company depends on long distance services to provide communication
internally and externally to our customers.

Competition is healthy and necessary in today’s world. Southwestern Bell has put
significant effort into opening the local phone market. Now it is time to allow them the
same competitive opportunity in the long distance phone market. Southwestern Bell has
proven itself in Texas, where they met all requirements to open local phone service to
competing companies and were allowed to enter the long distance market. Customers in
Texas have benefited, regardless of their choice of provider. As a company, we would
like to see that same opportunity provide to customers in Missouri.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
<A . ‘Jf
Michael J. Benney

Sr. Vice President P

First Services, L.P. Cootounrenree'd (Zi 2
R
P N L W e

First Services / 600 James S. McDonnell Bivd. / Hazelwood, Missouri 63042-2302 / Phone (314) 592-5000 / Fax (314) 592-5750
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April 13, 2001

Hon. Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street S.W.

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket 01-88 ¢
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

Southwestern Bell is trying to gain your approval to begin offering long distance in the state
of Missouri. As you review their long distance application, I hope you will consider the
company’s importance to our economy and its role as a vital source of jobs and economic
growth. In addition, our businesses and citizens will benefit through increased competition in
the industry.

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company is a valued corporate citizen. The company is not
only counted on to provide essential telecommunications services, it is an important employer
and significant contributor to many community efforts.

I hope you will consider these factors and Southwestern Bell’s importance to our city and
state as you consider their application.

Sincerely,
e CVW&?'ZZ\\-\ ﬂ

Robert F. Cunningham
President & CEO

“Building @ Brighfor Future”
1236 JUNGERMANN ROAD SUITE G ST. PETERS, MISSOURI 63376

636-147-3336 o fax: 636-447-9575 e e-mail: stpchambeinlink.com s home page: www.tek-efx.com/stpeterscofc/
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APR 2 3 2001
April 13, 2001 FCC MAIL ROOM

Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W.

TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88 {

Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

As a local business owner in the St. Louis Metro area in Missouri,
I am writing to tell you how important I think is for our local
telephone company, Southwestern Bell, be allowed to once again be
able to provide long distance service to me and anyone else that
wants to choose them as their provider.

Southwestern Bell has long provided me with excellent local phone
service and I would welcome the opportunity to be able to have all
my services with their company and on one bill each month too!

Southwestern Bell has always been a good corporate citizen in my
region, supporting education and economic development initiatives.

Please vote to give this fine company the chance to earn all of my
business.

Respectfully,

Lowell E. Girardier
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525 rue St. Francois, Suite 12
Florissant, Missouri 63031
(314) 972-9900

Fax (314) 972-0298
www.northstlouiscounty.com

INCORPORATED

Aprit 12, 2001

RECEIVED
Magalie Roman Salas APR 23 2001

Secretary, Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission OM
44512" Street SW. TW-B204 FCC MAIL RO

Washington D.C. 20554
RE: CC Docket 01-88 1
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company is a valued corporation in St. Louis. The company is
not only counted on to provide essential telecommunications services, it is also an important
employer and major contributor to civic efforts.

Southwestern Bell and the telecommunications industry are major economic contributors not
only in St. Louis but also throughout the state.

A significant part of Southwestern Bell's contribution to this state is its commitment to local
telephone competition. The fact is that out of the 52 agreements Southwestern Bell has with
would-be competitors only 17 offer services, with even fewer bothering to offer service to
residents.

Southwestern Bell and its success is critical in our region, they employ a good number of people
in St. Louis and they are committed to positive economic development of the area.

As a regional development organization, which acts as a catalyst to define and advocate
economic and community development, North County Incorporated urges you to consider the
competitive aspect and the company’s importance to St. Louis as you consider Southwestern
Bell's ong distance application. Thank you.

Sincerely.

oy —
Kileoaa 2000

Rebecca Zoll
Executive Director

:. Y ’
Poai Coples rec'd_( EJ Z
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A not-for-profit Regional Development Organization serving the North St. Louis County region
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April 18, 2001 A CE”V g
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Fce ,
Magalie Roman Salas MaiL RGOm

Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW.

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88,
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

| write this letter in support of Southwestern Bell's application to provide long
distance services.

As the third largest Holding Company in the state of Missouri, our branches cover
the entire state and in April of 2001 we acquired our first out of state branch in
Illinois. Southwestern Bell has been a long time service provider to our company
for local service and T1 connectivity to several branches. They provide a quality
level of service and they have a good understanding of our corporate
telecommunications design.

Since most companies of our size have a major investment in
telecommunications and it is the backbone for our inter-connectivity, we feel
strongly that more competition would be good for the consumer. With this said, |
want to encourage the FCC to support Southwestern Bell and allow them to enter
into the long distance market.

Sincerely,

4H. Boeckman f
Senior Vice President B e C’/j 2_

Central Technology Services

RHB:la e

1915 Southridge Drive. Post Office Box 2061 Jefferson C ity, Missouri 65102
Member Central Bank Group
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Charting the Future of Pharmacy

April 16, 2001 RECEIVED

Magalie Roman Salas APR 2 3 2001
S
Ofg:::agthe Secretary FCC MAIL ROOM

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street S.W.

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88 {

Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

[ am writing to encourage your approval of Southwestern Bell to provide long distance
service in Missouri.

It is my understanding that they have met all the requirements set under the Federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to open local phone markets to competition prior to
being allowed the opportunity to offer long distance service.

With the efforts Southwestern Bell has made, it is now time to allow them the same
competitive opportunities by opening the long distance phone market to Southwestern
Bell. Competition is healthy and needed in our economy.

I respectfully request that you positively support Southwestern Bell’s application, thereby
allowing healthy competition in all facets of the telecommunication industry.

Sincerely,

L{ - (‘_( 1% [ __,)“ KL . ,L/'f,l»"cz/‘lg. { [
Edward J. Teftholder
Senior Vice President &
Chief Information Officer

EJT/br

13900 Riverport Drive . Maryland Heights, MO 63043 . 314.770.1666 . Www.express-scripts.com
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H I LLARD International Communications

200 North Broadway
St. Louis, Missouri 6g102-2796

o RECEIVED b
APR 2 3 2001 Kurt R. Wehrsten

Executive Vice President & Senior Partner,

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas : :
Chief Operating Officer

Secretary
Office of the Secretary FCC MAKL ROOM
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street S.W.

TW - B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket 01-88(
Dear Secretary Salas and Commissioners:

[ am writing in support of Southwestern Bell’s application to the FCC to provide long
distance service in the state of Missouri.

Our firm, Fleishman-Hillard International Communications, has been in business since
1946, and is headquartered in St. Louis. As the largest public relations firm in the
country, it is vital that our company have reliable and efficient telecommunications
services. Southwestern Bell has been an excellent partner and provider of such
services for more than 50 years. We eagerly anticipate the time when Southwestern
Bell can complete its suite of products with the addition of long distance.

We share the opinion of the Missouri Public Service Commission that Southwestern
Bell has met or exceeded the requirements of the Federal Telecommunications Act of
1996. The company has proven that it has opened its networks to local competitors.
Allowing Southwestern Bell to provide long distance service will offer Missouri
residents and businesses significant choices and better value for their
telecommunications services, which was the intent of the 1996 Act.

We strongly encourage your approval of Southwestern Bell’s application, and thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

- (2 Lo Ok

Kurt R. Wehrsten
Executive Vice President and Senior Partner
Chief Operating Officer




